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The  Hatfield  Rural  Distrid  Council 


REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH  FOR  1916. 


Hatfield, 

15/4/1916. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  1915. 

# 

The  District  is  purely  agricultural  and  possesses  a soil, 
which  in  the  south  is  chiefly  clay  and  in  other  parts  is  either 
loam  or  gravel,  with  occasional  outbreaks  of  chalk.  None  of 
the  occupations  followed  have  any  influence  on  the  public 
health. 

The  population  estimated  for  the  year  under  review  is 
8,242. 

The  birth-rate  is  the  highest  since  1910,  23’8. 

The  Infantile  death-rate  continues  low,  and  is  51‘2  per 
1,000  births. 

Infectious  Diseases . — Fifteen  cases  of  Diphtheria  have 
been  notified.  There  has  been  no  general  epidemic,  and  the 
cases  have  for  the  most  part  been  of  a mild  nature,  of  these  six 
were  removed  to  Hospital.  One  third  of  the  cases  occurred  in 
persons  of  fifteen  years  of  age  and  upwards,  and  one  third  in 
children  between  five  and  fifteen  years  of  age. 

There  were  thirty  Scarlet  Fever  notifications,  the  disease 
continues  to  be  of  a very  mild  character.  Eight  of  these  cases 
were  removed  to  Hospital. 

Bacteriological  examinations  were  made  in  thirteen  cases. 
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Notifications  in  England  and  Wales. 
Scarlet  Fever. 


1915. 

1914. 

1913. 

1912. 

1911. 

127,086 

105,045  ... 

,.  130,707  .. 

107,508  .. 

..  104,651 

Diphtheria. 

53,597 

54,357  .. 

50,903  .. 

44,754  .. 

47,802 

These  figures  give  no  indication  that  there  is  any  progress 
in  the  knowledge  of  the  methods  by  which  these  diseases  can  be 
checked-  There  ig  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  the  factors, 
which  are  those  connected  with  epidemic  conditions,  are  at  the 
present  time  unknown.  It  is  therefore  very  undesirable  that 
the  clerical  work  connected  with  the  work  of  Medical  Officers 
should  be  continuously  increased.  No  advantage  to  man, 
woman,  or  child  can  be  obtained  from  the  compilation  of 
statistics,  and  the  time  which  is  absolutely  wasted  in  the 
keeping  of  elaborate  registers  and  the  collection  of  statistics 
might  be  much  more  profitably  employed  in  work  connected 
with  these  conditions,  which  are  absolutely  vital  for  the  proper 
objects  of  the  Public  Health  Service. 

The  observation  of  disease,  as  it  exists  in  its  full  develop- 
ment, is  important  no  doubt,  but  the  importance  of  the 
observation  of  disease,  in  its  undeveloped  condition,  is  of  the 
highest  importance,  when  an  attempt  is  made  to  understand 
epidemic  conditions. 

There  is  some  chance  of  coping  with  epidemics  if  the 
conditions,  precedent  to  the  outbreak,  are  recognised  and 
proper  steps  taken.  In  these  days,  however,  when  large 
numbers  of  patients  are  often  on  doctors’  panels,  it  is  im- 
probable that  much  time  will  be  devoted  to  the  study  of  disease, 
and  in  consequence  there  is  small  expectation  that  there  will 
be  any  radical  change  for  the  better  in  the  methods  of  coping 
with  infective  disorders.  Isolation,  for  so  many  centuries  the 
sheet-anchor  of  the  system  of  the  prevention  of  disease,  will  so 
remain,  and  the  method  of  thinking  in  compartments  about 
disease  will  be  undefeated. 

The  last  remark  applies  with  great  force  to  Puerperal 
Fever,  a term  which  is  misleading  and  should  no  longer  be  used. 

The  conditions,  to  which  this  term  has  been  applied,  are 
perfectly  well  known,  and  so  are  the  necessary  steps  for 
prevention,  and  yet  we  have  one  case  notified  in  this  district 
this  year,  and  2,057  cases  were  notified  in  England  and  Wales. 

In  1914  there  were  2,338;  1,989  in  1913:  2,184  in  1912; 
and  2,029  in  1911,  so  practically  there  is  no  diminution  in  the 
number  of  women  stricken. 
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Moreover,  the  mortality  in  children  has  not  appreciably 
diminished  in  the  last  quarter  of  a century. 

Water  Supply. — One  well  has  been  sunk  and  two  wells 
have  been  cleansed  and  repaired.  Three  samples  of  water  have 
been  analysed,  seven  new  houses  have  been  connected  with 
water  mains,  Hatfield  Village  is  sufficiently  supplied  from  the 
Hatfield  Estate  Water  Works,  North  Minims  by  the  Barnet 
Water  Works,  and  some  good  deep  wells,  as  are  Cuffiey  and 
Northaw.  Essendon  has  a supply  derived  from  deep  wells  in 
the  Lea  Valley,  the  water  being  pumped  to  a tower  in  the 
village. 

Rivers  and  Streams. — Two  water  sheds,  those  of  the  Lea 
and  Colne,  exist.  No  pollution  has  been  reported. 


Closet  Accommodation. — 


Houses* 

Earth  Closets. 

Closets 

Hatfield 

1,225 

608 

603 

North  Mymms  ... 

413 

291 

122 

Essendon 

138 

90 

48 

Northaw 

139 

95 

44 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — The  outfall  arrangements  both 
at  Little  Heath  and  Hatfield  are  satisfactory,  and  the  two 
systems  appear  to  be  sufficient.  In  other  parts  of  the  district 
there  is  no  main  drainage.  Forty-three  privies  have  been 
abolished  and  forty-three  repaired  ; eighteen  new  pail  closets 
have  been  erected  and  twenty  repaired.  There  have  been  nine 
new  water  closets  erected  in  new  houses  and  forty-three  in  old 
houses. 

Scavenging . — This  is  provided  for  by  contract  in  Hatfield, 
hut  not  in  the  more  scattered  portions  of  the  District. 

Schools. — These  are  regularly  inspected  by  the  School 
Medical  Officer.  There  has  been  no  long  closure  of  schools 
with  the  exception  of  the  Hatfield  Hyde  School,  owing  to  a mild 
epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever.  There  was  a short  closure  for  the 
same  disease  in  May  at  Northaw.  There  appears  to  be  an 
undue  reliance  placed  upon  school  closure  for  the  stay  of 
epidemics,  and  too  often  school  closure  takes  place  because 
pressure  is  placed  upon  parents  to  keep  their  children  from 
school. 

Milk  Supply. — Five  samples  of  milk  have  been  taken,  forty 
cowsheds  are  on  the  Register,  and  have  been  inspected  with 
satisfactory  results.  There  have  been  no  complaints  about  the 
quality  of  milk  supplied. 
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Food.—  Twelve  slaughter-houses  which  are  on  the  Register 
have  been  inspected.  Complaints  have  been  made  with  reference 
to  one,  and  great  care  is  exercised  by  its  owner,  who  has 
much  improved  the  conditions  since  his  tenancy  commenced. 
One  hundred  and  forty  carcases  have  been  inspected  and  ten 
bake-houses  have  been  inspected. 

Housing. — Fifty-three  houses  have  been  inspected  under 
the  House,  Town  Planning  Act,  and  one  thousand  five  hundred 
and  fifty-one  inspected  in  routine.  Nine  hundred  and  forty-eight 
have  been  re-inspected  and  twenty-two  inspected  on  complaint ; 
six  common  lodging-houses  have  been  inspected. 

Workshops  and  Factories. — Eleven  workshops  have  been 
cleansed  and  whitewashed. 

Hospital  Accommodation.  — The  Hertford  and  Ware 
Hospital  contains  eight  beds  belonging  to  this  Authority. 

Prevalence  and  Control  over  Tuberculosis.  — Thirteen 
primary  notifications  of  Tubercle  were  received.  The  control 
of  patients  is  under  the  charge  of  the  County  Tubercular 
Officer. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

LOVELL  DRAGE, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


The  Hatfield  District  Council. 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1915  and  Previous  Years. 

Name  of  District  - - - HATFIELD  RURAL. 
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Rates  in  Columns  3,  7 and  13  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 

Area  of  District  in  acres  (land  and  inland  water),  23,486. 

Total  population  at  all  ages  at  Census  of  191 1,  8,592. 

Total  families  or  separate  occupiers  at  ditto,  1,850. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1915. 
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Isolation  Hospital  i HERTFORD  AND  WARE  JOINT  HOSPITAL. 
Sanatoria , &c.  I CHANTRY  HOUSE,  HATFIELD. 


TABLE  III. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  Year  1915. 
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